Sample Introductions

Read the following introductions and then answer the questions.
1. Confidence Counts

Learning something new can be a scary experience. One of the hardest things I've ever had to do was learn how to swim. I was always afraid of the water, but I decided that swimming was an important skill that I should learn. I also thought it would be good exercise and help me to become physically stronger. What I didn't realize was that learning to swim would also make me a more confident person.

2. Martial Arts

A faint twinge of excitement floated through my body that night. A hint of anticipation of the coming day could not be suppressed; yet to be overcome with anxiety would not do at all. I arduously forced those malicious thoughts from seeping in and overcoming my body and mind. I still wonder that I slept at all that night.

3. The Violin

Struck with sudden panic, I hastily flipped through the many papers in my travel folder until I spotted the ticket. I nervously thrust it toward the beaming stewardess, but took the time to return her wide smile. Before stepping into the caterpillar tunnel I looked back at my parents, seeking reassurance, but I sensed from their plastered-on grins and overly enthusiastic waves that they were more terrified than I. I gave them a departing wave, grabbed my violin case, and commenced my first solitary journey.
Questions on back
Analyzing Introductions
1. Which introduction was your favorite? Give at least two details explaining why.

2. Which introduction did the best job of making you feel what the author felt? Give at least 2 details explaining why.

3. How can you use what you read in these three introductions to make your introduction better?

